
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DATE 
 
The Honorable Richard Roth 
Chair, Senate Health Committee 
1021 O Street, Room 3310 
Sacramento, CA 95814 



 
RE: AB 2300 (Wilson) – The Toxic Free Medical Devices Act – SUPPORT 
 
Dear Chair Roth,  
 
On behalf of the undersigned organizations, we are proud to support AB 2300, The Toxic Free Medical 
Devices Act, which will phase out Di(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate (DEHP) in IV bags and tubing.  
 
DEHP is used as a plasticizer to make plastic material softer and more flexible and is commonly used in 
IV bags and tubing. DEHP has been shown to leach out of the IV bags and tubing and into the medication 
and other fluids being infused into the bloodstream of patients.   
 
DEHP is a toxic chemical known to the State of California1 to cause cancer and birth defects. DEHP acts 
as a potent reproductive and developmental toxicant and has endocrine-disrupting effects. Exposure to 
DEHP during development can cause hypertension, preterm birth, early puberty, and delayed mental and 
psychomotor development in children2. It has also been linked to breast, lung, liver, and testicular cancer3 
and negatively impacts the thyroid and immune system4.  

DEHP has been classified by the US Environmental Protection Agency as a Group B2, probable human 
carcinogen and The American Medical Association, among other professional organizations, encourages 
hospitals and physicians to reduce and phase out the use of PVC medical device products, especially 
those containing DEHP5.  Research indicates that DEHP promotes drug resistance in triple-negative 
breast cancer cells and inhibits the effectiveness of breast cancer drugs; interferes with the ability of 
chemotherapies to fight breast cancer, and that patients with higher levels of DEHP in their system had 
higher rates of relapse and mortality from breast cancer6. 

Our standards for medical devices need to be higher. We know that safer products exist so why aren’t we 
using them? California has led the way in enacting policies to protect people’s health by removing DEHP 
from children’s toys as well as cosmetics and personal care products, and now has an opportunity to lead 
the nation from phasing out DEHP from certain infusion products.  
 
AB 2300 would prohibit the manufacture, sale, or distribution of IV bags and IV tubing with DEHP in 
California. Thank you for your leadership on this important issue.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Janet Nudelman 
Sr. Director of Program and Policy 

 
1 chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://www.p65warnings.ca.gov/sites/default/files/downloads/factsheets/dehp_fact_sheet.pdf 
2 https://wwwn.cdc.gov/TSP/ToxProfiles/ToxProfiles.aspx?id=684&tid=65. 
3 
https://wwwn.cdc.gov/TSP/ToxFAQs/ToxFAQsDetails.aspx?faqid=377&toxid=65#:~:text=The%20U.S.%20Department%20of%20Health,is%20a%20pro
bable%20human%20carcinogen. 
4 chrome-
extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://www.opc.ca.gov/webmaster/ftp/project_pages/MarineDebris_OEHHA_ToxProfiles/DEHP%20Final
.pdf 
5 American Medical Association. (2016). Encouraging Alternatives to PVC/DEHP Products in Health H-135.945. 
6 https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0753332221011860 



Breast Cancer Prevention Partners 

 
Rhonda Smith 
Executive Director 
California Black Health Network 
 

 
Pete Klaes 
Vice President and General Manager 
B. Braun Medical Inc. 
 

 
Vanessa Terán 
Policy Director 
Mixteco/Indigena Community Organizing Project (MICOP) 
 

 
Andria Ventura 
Legislative and Policy Director 
Clean Water Action 
 

 
Jan Dell 
Founder and Independent Engineer 
The Last Beach Cleanup 
 

 
Robert Gould, MD 
President 
San Francisco Bay Physicians for Social Responsibility 
 

 
Shaney Darden 
Founder 
Keep A Breast 
 



 
Barbara Sattler 
Leadership Council 
California Nurses for Environmental Health and Justice 
 
Suzanne Hume 
Educational Director & Founder 
CleanEarth4Kids.org 
 

 
Dianna Cohen 
Co-Founder & CEO 
Plastic Pollution Coalition 
 

 
Irene Kao 
Executive Director 
Courage California 
 
Xochitl Lopez-Ayala 
Policy Advocacy Coordinator 
Access Reproductive Justice 
 

 
Mark Rossi 
Executive Director 
Clean Production Action 
 
Maya Rommwatt 
Senior Market Campaigner 
Defend Our Health 
 

 
Kristie Sepulveda-Burchit 
Executive Director 
Educate. Advocate. 
 
Oussama Mokeddem 



Director of State Policy 
Public Health Advocates 
 
Thomas Fox 
Senior Legislative Counsel 
Center for Environmental Health 
 
Ted Schettler 
Science Director 
Science and Environmental Health Network 
 
Kathleen Mulligan 
Executive Director 
National Association of Environmental Medicine 
 
Sydney Cook 
Director of Science & Research 
Made Safe 
 
Alfredo Camacho 
Western Regional Director 
Young Invincibles 
 
Effie Sklavenitis 
Policy Advocate 
Buen Vecino 
 
Karissa Moreno 
Executive Director 
Northern California Center for Well-Being 
 

 
Jordan Wells 
Director of Advocacy and Communications 
National Stewardship Action Council 
 
Amber Garcia 
Executive Director 
Women’s Voices for the Earth 
 
Katie Huffling 
Executive Director 
Alliance of Nurses for Healthy Environments 
 
Joanna Gudino 



Resident Organizer 
Healthy Contra Costa 
 
Marven Norman 
Policy Coordinator 
Center for Community Action and Environmental Justice 
 
Victoria Dominguez 
Policy Director 
Asian Americans Advancing Justice Southern California 
 
Mar Velez 
Director of Policy 
Latino Coalition for a Healthy California  
 

 
Valerie Noble 
President 
California Health Coalition Advocacy 
 
Tasha Henneman 
Chief of Policy & Government Affairs 
PRC & Black Leadership Council 
 

 
Jenn Engstrom 
State Director 
California Public Interest Research Group (CALPIRG) 
 
Kelita Gardner 
Executive Director 
Health Equity for African American’s League (HEAAL) 
 
Johan Cardenas 
Senior Legislative Associate 
California Pan-Ethnic Health Network 
 
Teri Carlyle 
Director of Finance & Operations 
Urban Strategies Council 
 
Sophia Mendoza 



President 
National Union of Healthcare Workers 
 
John Ullman 
Director, Safer Chemicals and Procurement 
Health Care Without Harm 
 

 
Christina Hildebrand 
President/Founder 
A Voice for Choice Advocacy, Inc. 
 
Peter Allen 
Senior Vice President 
Fresenius-Kabi 
 
Micaela E. Martinez, Ph.D. 
Director of Environmental Health  
WE ACT for Environmental Justice 
 


